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Comments to the Brown County Commlssmners Court
‘ February 26,2024 |

Judge Britton, :Commissi()ners, county ofﬁcia‘ls,' fellow citizens:
- “Why build-a “Y”? - | '
1. A YMCA will compete with ex1stmg ﬁtness centers Why
should the county, Jproperty tax payers pay for this? What is it
- ‘fcalled When the government builds this type of place that
N competes with pnvate enterprlse‘? You know, it is socialism!
"'Why deny and work against the virtue and value of the free
market? What standard of justice or rightness would require
- existing fitness centers to pay property taxes to finance a
competing establishment? I submlt that it is not an Amerlcan
- standard. - re 5 T

2. Whereas all govemment ofﬁcmls in the United States are
o ‘supposed to live under and live by its Constitution, I ask
“Why is this county government con51dermg taxing its
. property owners for a building for the Young Men’s -

- Christian Association?” :While I fervently desire Christianity
to finish its mission of preaching the Gospel to the world, I
don’t want the government, at any level, supporting it.
That’s not government’s job. The government that tries to
“help” religion will soon start to meddle in it. There is that
First Amendment principle of separation of State from
Church — meaning: “Government stay out of religion’s
business!” But it does allow the Church, much as the Old
Testament prophets to the kings of Israel and Judah, to decry
government actions when they go amiss. Or Church
representatives can, in invocations, call for divine wisdom
and guidance for this body’s legitimate actions.

3. This decision to add such a tax burden to the people should
not be put to a vote of the citizens. As the founders of our
country rightly constructed, we are not a democracy, but a



- republic. “We the People” elect officials to represent us,
which means governing by and under the Constitution and
constitutional laws, not necessarily just giving us (or a small
group) what we want. You are in these positions for that
reason. So don’t punt to us voters the decision. -

. So because we are not supposed to be a socialist country,

because of the Constitution’s First Amendment, and because

- wearea repubhc wherein elected officials are supposed to

represent us by Constitutional pr1nc1ples I call upon you to

- reconsider this matter, stand up and do your duty, remove

A -thlS flawed matter from the ballot, and vote thls bond issue
down'

. So what then should the well-intentioned citizens of Early

- and Brown County do?- The answer is also inthe -
Constitution’s First Amendment: The freedom of peaceable
assembly. Gather together, discuss your wants and needs,
pool your resources, buy property w1th u money, and then
build with your money. |

BUT DON’T LOOK TO THE GOVERNN[ENT TO TAX

-+ THE COUNTY’S OTHER CITIZENS FOR A PROJECT

. THAT LARGELY ONLY BENEFITS YOU! -
I thank you - |



